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Proclamation 7201—Prayer for
Peace, Memorial Day, 1999

May 26, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The challenges to our Nation’s peace and
freedom are as old as American history and
as new as today’s headlines. They have taken
many forms through the years, from the bit-
ter discord of civil war at home to the aggres-
sion of tyrants abroad. But the price of peace
and freedom has always remained the same:
the service and sacrifice of our young men
and women in uniform.

Looking back across the decades, we mar-
vel at the valor and determination of these
gallant Americans who, in each generation,
have stepped forward to preserve our free-
dom, defend our democracy, uphold our
ideals, and protect our interests. The battles
in which they fought and died—Brandywine,
Gettysburg, San Juan Hill, Belleau Wood,
Coral Sea, Inchon, Khe Sahn—are a testa-
ment to uncommon courage and indomitable
spirit. Those who survived were forever
changed. Those who died stay forever young
in their loved ones’ memories. Their final
thought most likely were of home and family;
their final actions purchased the freedom we
enjoy today.

Now, on Memorial Day, our thoughts turn
to them. We remember with profound grati-
tude those who took to the seas and skies
in moments of peril for our Nation. We re-
member those who marched through mud
or rice paddies, snow or sand, because they
knew, as President Eisenhower reminded us,
that ““a soldier’s pack is not so heavy a burden
as a prisoner’s chains” and that true peace
is won only by those willing to die for it. We
remember those in the Normandy American
Cemetery overlooking Omaha Beach who, 55
years ago, relit the torch of freedom in a war-
weary Europe. We remember those whose
final resting place is unknown, but whose sac-
rifice is known to us all. The passing of time
and the blessings of peace and prosperity can
never make us forget what these brave Amer-
icans endured and what they lost so that right

991

would triumph, freedom would survive, and
our Nation would prevail.

In honor of all the courageous men and
women who gave their lives in defense of
our Nation and our fundamental ideals, I ask
that every American say a prayer for lasting
peace on this Memorial Day. | ask that every
American remember our heroic war dead in
some special way, whether by placing flowers
on a veteran’s grave, lighting a candle, ob-
serving a moment of silence, or saying a pray-
er of thanks. While we can never fully repay
our debt to America’s fallen warriors, we can
remember their service and honor their sac-
rifice.

In respect and recognition of the coura-
geous men and women to whom we pay trib-
ute, the Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon the people of the United
States to observe each Memorial Day as a
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig-
nating a period on that day when the Amer-
ican people might unite in prayer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 31,
1999, as a day of prayer for permanent peace,
and | designate the hour beginning at 3:00
p.m. EDT of that day as a time to join in
prayer. | urge the press, radio, television, and
all other information media to take part in
this observance.

I also request the Governors of the United
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units
of government, to direct that the flag be
flown at half-staff until noon on this Memo-
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval
vessels throughout the United States and in
all areas under its jurisdiction and control,
and I request the people of the United States
to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes for the customary forenoon period.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States.

William J. Clinton



992

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45a.m., June 1, 1999]

NoTe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 2. This proclamation was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
May 27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Conditions of the
Convention on Nuclear Safety

May 26, 1999

Dear :

In accordance with Condition (2) of the
resolution of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of the Convention on Nuclear Safety
adopted by the United States Senate on
March 25, 1999, | hereby certify that the
United States will comment in each review
meeting held under Article 20 of the Con-
vention (including each meeting of a sub-
group) upon aspects of safety significance in
any report submitted pursuant to Article 5
of the Convention by any State Party that
is receiving U.S. financial or technical assist-
ance relating to the improvement in safety
of its nuclear installations.

In accordance with Condition (4) of the
resolution, 1 hereby certify that the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall be
given full and complete access to: (i) all infor-
mation in the possession of the United States
Government specifically relating to the oper-
ation of the Convention that is submitted by
any other State Party to Article 5 of the Con-
vention, including any report or document;
and (ii) information specifically relating to
any review or analysis by any department,
agency, or other entity of the United States,
or any official thereof, undertaken pursuant
to Article 20 of the Convention, of any report
or document submitted by any other State
Party.

I will implement these provisions con-
sistent with the allocation of authority and
responsibility under the Constitution.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; and
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Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations. This message was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
27.

Radio Address to the People of
Kosovo

May 27, 1999

On behalf of all Americans, Hillary and |
send a message of hope and solidarity to the
Kosovar people. Over the last few months,
you have been forced from your homes. You
have seen terrible violence. Many of you are
still searching for friends and family mem-
bers. I met with Kosovar refugees in Ger-
many last month. My wife recently met with
another group in Macedonia. Your stories
filled us with sorrow, stories of decent people
whose lives have been violently uprooted by
scenes we thought we would never again see
in Europe, stories of innocent people beaten
and brutalized for no reason but their eth-
nicity and faith, people rounded up in the
middle of the night, forced to board trains
for unknown destinations, separated from
their families, stories of people arriving in
refugee camps with nothing but a fierce de-
termination to find their loved ones and re-
turn to their villages with their culture intact.

But you have not been defeated. You have
not given in to despair. And you have not
allowed the horror you have seen to harden
your hearts or destroy your faith in a better
life in the land of your birth. You left Kosovo
with one goal, to return in safety. The United
States and its NATO Allies are working for
the same goal. It will take time. But with
your strength and our determination, there
is no doubt what the outcome will be. The
campaign of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo will
end. You will return.

Our military campaign is daily increasing
the pressure on the Serbian leadership and
on Serbian forces in Kosovo. They know we
will persevere until the Serbian forces leave,
and you are allowed to return home, with
NATO there to prevent a return to violence.
In the meantime, nations across the world
have come together to bring aid to you and
your families. The United States has just fin-
ished building a new facility in Albania called



